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HOW THE NEWS OF THE BATTLE OP LEXINGTON 
BEACHED PHILADELPHIA. 

On Monday, April 24, 1775, about five o'clock in the 
afternoon, an express rider arrived at the City Tavern, 
Philadelphia, from Trenton, New Jersey, with news of the 
affair at Lexington. It was too late in the day for the news 
to spread generally over the city, but by the next morning 
everybody knew of it, and, swayed by intense feelings, the 
people assembled in public meeting, as if by common con- 
sent, at the State-House. The time for organization, arm- 
ing, drill, and march had at last arrived ! 

The despatch for Philadelphia was prepared by the 
Committee of Watertown, "near 10 of the clock," on the 
memorable morning of April 19, 1775, and was certified 
by the committees of the towns through which it passed : 
"Worcester, Brooklyn, Norwich, New London, Lyme, Say- 
brook, Killingworth, East Guilford, Guilford, Branford, New 
Haven, Fairfield, New York, Elizabethtown, New Bruns- 
wick, Princeton, and Trenton. The express rider reached 
the latter town about 9 o'clock a.m., April 24, and was 
hurried on to Philadelphia. 

The facsimile of the original despatch in the Collection 
of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, which follows, was 
prepared by J. F. Sachse for the Pennsylvania Magazine. 
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